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MaineDOT June 2012 Interagency Meeting Notes
Gordon Johnson from the Portland Water District led the presentation on the possibility of relocating of a
segment of Route 35 along Sebago Lake, to protect the drinking water supply from potential Hazardous
material spills.
The lake is the drinking water supply to 50,000 customers in 11 communities in southern Maine. The
intakes are very close to the road. The back up supply well is also located near here.
The PWD owns more than 2,000 acres around the water supply. Right of way would not have to be
purchased to relocate the segment of road away from the lake.
There is an old road.
The relocated segment of road would drain southeasterly, away from the lake.
They are looking at the possibility of converting the abandoned segment of road to a trail.
The relocation also creates the possibility to enhance public viewing of the lake.
Cheryl Martin from FHWA asked if PWD would funding the project. G.Johnson replied Yes; but it would
be great to get matching funding. M.Rooney noted that if Federal Aid Highway funds were used then
FHWA would be the lead instead of the PWD. If FHWA funds are used then a transportation need would
have to be identified and the project would be subject to NEPA guidelines. The only real transportation
connection is safety of bikers who are currently riding on the road with gravel shoulders. The real purpose
of the project is water quality protection.
Jay Clement, ACOE, said he’d double check with EPA for any concerns and let Gordon Johnson know.
Marty Rooney, MDOT, noted that he has emailed a copy of the presentation to Mark Kern, EPA.
Richard Bostwick, MDOT, said that there are a couple of vernal pools in the area.
Otter Ponds drain southeasterly, away from Sebago Lake.
Resource mapping will look at all alternatives, including the No Build, upgrade the existing, use the old
road, other alternatives.
Gordon Johnson asked when the project should come back to the group for a follow up meeting. Jay
Clement responded: when you have field/resource information.
Martin Rooney asked if the fact that the Purpose and Need is watershed protection help with ACOE
permitting. Jay replied “Yes”.
End of presentation and Q&A.

